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DearReader,

Oneofthewonders of moving through this worldis howunpredictableitcanbe. Youendupinplacesyou
neverimagined, doing things that wereneverpartofyourplan. Andsometimesitallworks toyour greatgrjoy.As
youread thisletter,|willhave beenawriterof fictionfor just over tenyears. Before that,| was amusicig) _'
and to makemyliving doing that was my greatest dream. Butthe musicindustryis cruelandifyou %
findyourself crossing the threshold of age thirty without having hitit big,youmayreasonably

assumeitwon’teverhappenforyou.
Reader,lcrossedthatthreshold withouthittingitbig.

My dreams of musical stardominashambles around me, I beganlooking forsomethinglcould dothat would
feed mycreative spirittoengagewithart.Solstarted teaching guitartoteenagersatTennessee Teen Rock
Camp and Southern Girls Rock Camp. This experience taught methatllovethe wayyoung adultslove theart
thattheylove, full-throated,andunabashedintheirfervor.ltmade mewanttocreateartforthem.Butat
thatpointlwasold enoughtobeBillieEilish’s father.Sowhattodo?

Why, turntotheoneartformaccommodating of my then-unforgivably advanced age of thirty-six: writing
books.Overaspanoffiveyears,lwrotefourbooks foryoungadults.lhadablastdoingit—itmademegladl’d
failedat music. However,therewasastorylwasn’tgettingtotellinthat space—onewhere someoneplans
foryearsontaking one path,and hisdreamswitheronthevineandforce himtotakeanotherpaththat
ultimatelyresultsinevengreaterjoy. Mystory.

Butitwasn’treally mystory,aslquickly found outoncelstarted writing. It was Colton’sstory. And Luann’s
story. And Petey’sstory. Youknowhowlknow?Becausel,as someoneindifferenttofootball,wroteabook
centering aformerhighschoolfootballstar.Becausel,as someone who’sonly ever previously written about
. v misfitsand outcasts,wroteabookaboutagrown-up homecoming king. And that’s where the magic
of writing fictionlies—creating characters and watching themtake over,andrealizing how many people
facethesamestrugglesthatyouyourself might feelalonein.

T hopeyousense that magicreading this storyof highhighs andlowlows; of smalltowns and big dreams; of
sultry Southernnights and fireflies; of country musicand castiron cookware; of life’s second chances and
thirdacts.lhopeyoucryalittleandfallinlovealittle moreand mostofall, — g

getreally hungry.I’mserious. You’reallowed to hate thisbook,butyou’re
notallowedtosaythefoodinitdoesn’tsoundgood. | On Sale

Oh,andincasethetwofootnotes don’t offer sufficientreassurance, | G_I

Lp
Love, _ I 7101 - ) c% ﬁ#:g L

letmeassureyouhere:Peteywillnotdieinthisstory.
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“DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.InColton Gentry's Third Act,food memoriesareanimportant
theme.Whataresomeofyourfavoritefood memories?Istherea
particulardishorfoodthat's especially meaningfultoyou?

2.Colton Gentry's Third Act shows Coltonand Luannas teenagersand later
adults.Insomeways, they'rethesamepeoplethey'vealwaysbeen.Inother
ways, they'reverydifferent.Inwhatwaysareyousimilarnowtohowyou

wereasateenagerandinwhatwaysareyoudifferent?

3.Colton Gentry's Third Act shows Coltonrebuilding his life afterit
implodes. Haveyoueverhadareckoninginyourlife whereyouhadtostart

overorreinvent? Whatwas your experiencelikedoingit?

4. Whataresome of your favorite stories orexamples of peoplereinventing
" themselvesand coming back afteragreatdefeat?

5.1fyouhadtoreinventyourlifetomorrow,whatdirectionwouldyou

take?

FOLLOW THE AUTHOR

'@' @JeffZentner
@JeffZentner




INGREDIENTS:
2 large eggs

1 (5-ounce) can evaporated milk
6 tablespoons butter, melted

74 cup sugar

/s teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon ground black pepper
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

172 (20-ounce) packages frozen cream-style corn, thawed

R
= STEPS:
Q4

% 1. Preheat oven to 375", Lightly grease a 13x9-inch baking

dish with nonstick cooking spray. In a large bowl, beat
eggs. Add evaporated milk, butter, sugar, salt, pepper,
and vanilla, stirring to combine. Stir in flour and corn.

2. Pour mixture into prepared baking dish. Bake for 45
minutes or until a knife inserted in the center comes
out clean.

3. Enjoy! ..o ,
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" Listen to Jeff Zentner’s exclusive

Colton Gentry’s Third Act
playlist

—— NOW ON SPOIIFY_

My Church Wilder Days

Maren Morris Morgan Wade

Break Up in a Small Town The One That Got Away
Sam Hunt The Civil Wars

| Still Miss Someone Lady May

Johnny Cash Tyler Childers

| Hope You’re Happy Now Shoot Me Straight
Carly Pearce, Lee Brice Brothers Osborne
Cover Me Up Break My Heart Gently
Jason Isbell John Moreland

zmn More Hearts Than Mine Before Summer’s Over (Acoustic Version)
s Ingrid Andress Delaney Ramsdell

Clean Highway Don’t Care
Ruston Kelly Tim McGraw, Taylor Swift, Keith Urban

LISTEN ON
SPOTIFY HERE



https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0U1eeaslHhoWnXOLDEOgsP?si=lRViV1N1QXWDnnaEj4j66w&nd=1&dlsi=4e47c353172e4e89
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0U1eeaslHhoWnXOLDEOgsP?si=lRViV1N1QXWDnnaEj4j66w&nd=1&dlsi=4e47c353172e4e89

